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srief Timeline
lans for Redoubt

' un Battery

Gun Battery

0l casemate

: ortar & 1 patteries
— Mobilization station for WWI
- First Engineers arrive

. e .
D

B 193] - First house moved from Fort Mott
A B 1939 - Expansion & building construction
@ 1944 - German POW camp

B 1945 - Declared surplus site
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31 9 Redoubt Plans
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‘ __Gun Battery

Battery is being constructed by the
1 land purchased of Clement
Delaware City, on the
, o have two faces. Six of
ns are to be 1( es and four 15 inches,
ine [will be] bomb-proof and [there will
1b-proof protection for the garrison.”

~ Philadelphia Inquirer
7 November 1863
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T€ ' un Battery

working hard all day hauling gun
hassises from Delaware City to
ng them under large wheels,
1 can easily haul them

10p Crumrine

>pendent Battery G

Pittsburgh Heavy Artillery
5 September 1864




‘en Gun Battery

1S a nice place now, all the 10-inch
ited and the 15-inch [guns] are on
ass is long and green, and I keep
a posy bed. The government
, : in, and I am now thinking
can get lime to whitewash the fence. Our
1S flourishing peas a foot high, onions, and
s in abundance. Henry Champ, gardener.”

yisa

hop Crumrine

- Independent Battery G

- Pittsburgh Heavy Artillery
25 May 1865
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ation of Ten Gun Battery

River

Delaware

P e
Miaw Decimarion 1948
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an y Gun Battery

. ag transferred from Clement Reeves
nent for $18,000

e following year under

ion of Lt. Col. Jc urtz

d often as “the fort opposite Fort Delaware”

' project abandoned following severe
lack of funds, and death of Kurtz

1 Remains of battery remain today located behind
' the 1940s “white warehouse” along Sussex Ave
(historic Maple Ave)
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VinePlanter General Ord

ar general, Maj. Gen.
sap Ord (1818 - 1883)
n, Del., in 1909
ervice until 1946
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REPORT OF COMPLETED WORKS mvmm O TNES DELAWARE
ma(msr FORTIFICATIONS . w‘a’ m?,“‘
Sty Fan) No of guns 12 Mortars Carriage AR
Form 7 CCRRECTED TO DEC./, 21, . Soies o Inavcerred .

-/

1 (6) Recr Elevation View showing entrances fo Batteries
1 M-M
/ S Al d Note : Therw are 4

emplocemerts in
P |0 s0 worr @ach mortar At Guns mownted on 2
< Gurnnrrdboutn_ _recr emplocernants only of each pit
H = NOI G AT A

— == yend "’WW”"’“

r-" %
o e o oorr.

BarrervBesr
l'-'

oo
po———
L
;.-...-
AN

g
i
:
!




viortar Battery Quick Facts

hest from May to December 1898

uction photographs exist at the
rchives in Dover

ar Rodney & Maj.
Span-Am War

named after C
ont Best, officer i

uction cost was roughly $217,721
ly armed with sixteen 12” Mortars
1 41 s from Best shipped to Hawaii in 1914
" 4 mortars from Rodney to Ft. Rosecrans in 1918

] Remammg mortars in battery until 1941
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Construction - 1898




Twenty Gun Battery Post HQ / Officer _Quartel‘s




sonstruction - 1898







Vortar Battery - 1910s
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viortar Battery Memories...

d sister used
1e guns,
|

1 been remov
purpose and the
> quite clean and
rs were located
ely behind each
jo mably the hold

100 (O
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eil Lewis, lived at Fort
DuPont as kid in 1930s




2ries Read & Gibson

S | B el Read-Gibson
ction cost: $148,785

through December 1898

signer of the Declaration of
Castle, Delaware

pendence fro

d with two 12” rifled guns en barbette

were sent to Fort Hamilton (Battery
eday) in 1918

| ] O“ A carriage was sent to Fort Hancock, other
- was scrapped in 1918

= Batteries were later used for storage by 1st
Engineer Regiment
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1€ Read & Gibson

on was U.S. Army officer who
p 1814 at Fort Erie, Canada

med with two 8” rifled
Dearing carriages

) ‘ 19
V188811 on ¢
‘s guns were both removed and sent to
liet arsenal in 1917

- Gibson's carriages were both removed in 1818,
~ and scrapped in 1922
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View from 20-Gun Battery in1898
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Rifle Battery, early 1900s




July 25, 1902

| get was towed to a place in Salem
em Creek Lighthouse.

uracy, but to test guns 1 and 3
re fired from the same

1 Land of William Reeve was struck by three
shots from Fort DuPont
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July 25, 1902

isplaced 70 cubic yards of dirt

e belonging to Money Island
o.d ing ten cubit yards of earth

| as paid $86.0C govt. for damages
:Island Meadow was paid $5.00

he shells displayed at fire department in
N.J. for many years

A | One shell returned to Fort DuPont in 2006
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GUN TEST AT FORT DUPONT.

$12,000 Worth of Ammunition Used and
Windows in Deiaware City
- Shattered.
Special to The New York Times,
WILMINGTON, Del.. July 26.--An offi-

cfal test of the eight-inch and twelve-inch
rifles at Fort Dupont was made by Govern-

ment experts yesterday. Many windows in’

Delaware City houses were broken by the
concussion of the big guns, The purpose of
the tests was to ascertain the exact time
ih which the guns could be fired, an 'to
find whether the disappearing carriage

which are mounted the eight-inch rifles
could stand under the firing. .

The Government inspecting party were
Col., Wallace Randolph, Major * Charles
Shale#, Albert Cummifiz, and J. D. Knight,
Capts. D. H. C. Lentze, W. H. Coffin, and
R. P. Davis, and J. R. F'reeman-. a civilian
expert.
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attery John Ritchie

ey was constructed in 1900, received
of two 5-inch guns in 1906, and
11917. It is not part of any

e project, nor is it of any future military
torical value. No work has been done on
e and preservation of the emplacement
he armament was removed, and it is in
state of deterioration as to be an eyesore,

it for any possible use.”

and

- Lt. Col. Joseph C. Mehatfey, Sept. 26, 1939
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a 'y John Ritchie

the artillery captain killed at
ing War of 1812

ed or $16,702

-inch M1900 guns mounted in 1905/06 on
pedestals and removed in 1917

nd carriages sent to Fishermans Island in
for use at an emergency battery in 1918

; Dstro ed in 1940, concrete used by WPA for a
road improvement project at Fort DuPont
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atte y Samuel Elder

)03 until 1904 with cost of $18,383

1l War soldier, Maj. Samuel
. Artillery

d vith two ¢ id-fire guns on M1903
e mounts, not totally mounted until 1910
| battery staffed at Fort DuPont

emained in place until 1942

e uns moved to nearby Liston Range
Lighthouse located south of Reedy Island
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Elm Avenue in early 1900s
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“Guardmount” Fort Du Pont. Del.




EnTRANCE S OFFICERS RO W
FORT- DuPonr. Deu

& L. Thompson, Pub., N. Y. 283
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Officers Row,
Fort Du Pont, Del.
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Y e

T Mott I "  - 1931-1932

Officers Row, Fort Mott, N. J.
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FOrt Mott Officer Quarters

" ters were moved from Fort Mott
1 December 1931

nd-he journey required an hour
8 minutes and ompleted as darkness
iladelphia Inquirr

se conducted by 1st Engineer Regiment

re quarters were moved across the river

ﬁ-; the ne L year on Dec. 12, 1932

= Two of these quarters still remain at Ft. DuPont
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2Ort Mott Officer Quarters

s at Fort Dupont, Del., received
ion and also eased their own
ently when they moved
bu ldmg across the Delaware river

Mott NS

) Tribune, Dec. 14, 1932
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HQ and CO Quarters
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X/ Gy built 1906

Oid 16 inch Guns and Gymnasium, Delaware City, Del.
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Barracks along M ple Blvd

.7 BARRACKS: FT.DUPCNT
e L PHO'I'O
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1hie BC Quarters 22 (left)
L S 23 (right) in 1930s
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Kids - 1930s
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* O Duplex - 1933
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Jdlling S X jon & Pump House
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“World War Il

,ernized and expanded with
dings during 1940-1941

22nd and 261st Coast
ivated and sent to Fort
eading up to 1941

ory units wes
1t to train in 194

er units such as the 30th Engineer

n and 70th Engineer Company were also
ed at Fort DuPont in 1940

| rack later used as German POW camp, 1944
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1940

rea circa

Cantonment A




Artillery Bn.
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;0ast Artillery Bn.
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3fs attending the radio
school in 1941
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Sat Fort ont, 1944
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VOLUME I
NUMBER 9

PUBUSHED
A7 the
$PECIAL SERVICE

OFFICE

FORT
Du PONT
DELAWARE

ORT DuPONT
FLASHES

FEBRUVARY 1944

Publisked by The Mihtary Training Division --

FORT DuPONT: ' DELAWARE
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8fman POW Camp

 was established May 24, 1944,
the International Red Cross

ed near the present day
ional Guard Armory

"-”". of the oi | lot of POWs came from
‘Roswell, New Mexico

camp consisted of 23 two-story barracks
upported about 3,000 POWs at height

| 51 On count cited 897 POWs at Fort DuPont with
1,352 at the sub camps in lower Delaware

B POWs were allowed to keep their military caps
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Srman POW Camp
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Governor Walter W. Bacon accepting ownership of old Fort Du Pont on behalf of the State of Delaware . . .
January 30, 1947: (left to right) Att'y Gen. Albert W. James, Sec’y of State Willlam J. Storey, Governor Bacon,
Robert F. Lavelle, real estate assistant, Federal Weorks Agency; Liecut. Gov. Elbert N. Carvel, Dr. M. A,
Tarumianz, Charles C. Castella, division engineer, Federal Works Agency.




HON. WALTER W. BACON, Governor of Delaware

1941-1945 1945-1949

“I predict that within a few years, the benefits derived from this Health Center
will rank with those of our original school and road building program, and the
building of our new Delaware River Bridge. This project furnishes many benefits
and opportunities, denied at present, not only in our own state, but in many other
communities.

“It is most gratifying to know that we are transforming a plant designed entirely
for war purposes, to one beneficial to the health, happiness and welfare of our state,
and a place where many may be rehabilitated into useful citizens.”

—Governor Bacon, in accepting the
Fort DuPont Reservation
January 30, 1947



Medical Cendter

Medical Center on Kent Avenue . . . This fine bullding is equipped with modern facilities, including operating
rooms, X-ray and physiotherapy departments, clinical laboratory and pharmacy.




Bt S

Tilton Building on Kent Avenue . . . This modern hospital bullding, named after a famous Delaware physiclian
and first surgeon general of the United States, has been remodelled to care for crippled children on the first
floor and bedridden, senile patients on the second floor.



Home for Nurses on New Castle Avenue . . . Every effort has been made
to provide for the comfort of personnel at the Health Center. The
nurses’ home looks out over the spacious parade ground.




The theatre on Sussex Avenue . . . This theatre will provide many hours
of relaxation for the patients and personnel at the Health Center.
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Religion is an important phase
of life at the Governor Bacon
Health Center . . . This simple
little chapel on New Castle
Avenue will assist the patients
in their spiritual lives. Chap-
lains of the Protestant, Cath-
olic and Jewish faiths will
conduct services here.




Pleasant surroundings for children . . . This is a typical interior of one
of the children’s cottages on Sussex Avenue, removed from the larger
buildings at the Health Center.




Recreational Building on Sussex Avenue . .. This brick building has been
completely remodelled for the recreation of the patients and personnel.
It is in the heart of the Health Center. Here will be held dances, parties
and here are facilities for games and relaxation.
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The Governor Bacon
Health Center Admin-
istration Building . . .
This is the hub of the
Health Center.




DeLAWARE Crty, DELAW

ort DuPoat is named in booor of Rear Adm. Samuel Francis

Du Pont and located on the Reeden Point trace, land initially
granted to Henry Ward in 1675, Fort DuPont originated during the
Civil War as a heavily armed earthwork fortification. In 1864, Sgr.
Bishop Crumrine wrote, “these guns command the channel and

IMAGES
of America

FORT DUPONT

coukd blow to atoms any vessel rash enough o attempe 1o pass.” In

LINOJN( 1HOg

the decades 1o follow, the batrery ar Delaware Cary was gradually
modernized into a formidable military post that remained active
through Workl 1L Declared surphus, the site reopened in 1948
as the Governor Bacon Health Center. By 1996, over 300 acres were
reestablished as Fort DuPont State s

Brendan Mackie is a photojournalise with the 101st Public Affairs
Detachment and a member of the Coast Defense Study Group. Peter
K. Morrill has a degree in historic preservation from the College of
Charleston and serves as a historical interpreter ag Forr DuPone State

rk. Laura M. Lee is inerpretive program manager and historian
at Foet DuPort Seate Park. Images of America: Fort DidPont includes
photographs from various public and private collections as well as
personal stories by the soldiers and civilians who were actually there

The Images of America series celebrates the histoey of
nesghborhoods, towns, and cities across the country. Using archival
photographs, each title presents the distincrive stories from the past
that shape the character of the community today. Arcadia &s peoad
1o play t in the preseevation of local heritage, making history

MADE IN THE

www.arcadiapublishing.com
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Brendan Mackie, Peter K. Morrill,
and Laura M. Lee




~ Questions?
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